
Digital Health Has a Big Future
Being a mobile app developer isn’t just about creating the next Pokemon Go 
(although that would be fun, wouldn’t it). Many app and software developers and 
computer scientists work with doctors and other health professionals on ways to 
help people.

In Scotland, Andy Murray has recently become an ambassador for the Digital 
Health and Care Institute which works to develop and deliver more effective ways 
to help keep us healthy. They are currently working on a mobile app which can 
detect a common heart condition which means people can get the medical help 
they need faster.

SCOTLAND’S 
BIGGEST 
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NHS stands for National Health Service. The NHS was 
founded in 1948 and is funded by UK tax payers. It’s ‘free at 
the point of use’ which means that nobody has to pay to see a 
doctor if they are feeling poorly.

Did you know that the NHS is Scotland’s biggest employer 
with over 140,000 staff?

There are lots of other jobs in the NHS which include:

Administrators, chefs, dentists, electrical engineers, 
laboratory technicians, nutritionists, physiotherapists, 
receptionists and website designers.

Bionic Biology
The world’s first ‘bionic hand’ – made for people who 
were either born without a hand or lost their hand through 
an accident or illness – was developed by a company in 
Leeds called Steeper. The hand uses technology from 
Formula One racing cars, and required around 150 
engineers, scientists and doctors to put it together.

In Scotland, Touch Bionics produce prosthetic hands 
that can be controlled via a mobile app. They were the 
first company to develop fingers which could move 
independently.

Building Better Hospitals
Designing and building a hospital means considering the people who use and work in the space. 
There is evidence that simple things like reducing light and noise in a hospital can be have positive 
responses for patients. 

When Glasgow began planning their new hospital it was important to think about the inside and outside 
of the building. The ‘super hospital’ with 1,677 beds opened last year and includes a children’s hospital 
with indoor and outdoor play areas, a roof garden and even a cinema.WW 

Architects and interior designers put a lot of time and effort into making sure patients, visitors and 
staff would feel as comfortable as possible inside the hospital. To make it easy for people to find their way 
around each floor has a colour. There is also lots of artwork to make the space feel friendly.
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